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AN EMPIRICAL STUDY OF THE TOURISM 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ON PEACH BLOSSOM 

ISLAND
Peach Blossom Island is located in the southeast of the Zhoushan Archipelago, 

Zhejiang Province. Towns are built all over the island. As for the island’s formation, 
the southern part is made of moytie and granite porphyry, the middle part is tuff, and 
the northern part is marine depositional plain. The main terrain is characterized by 
high hills and low mountains. The major peak, Anqi Peak, is at an altitude of 539.7 
meters, which is regarded as the highest peak on the Zhoushan Archipelago. The 
landscape architecture on Peach Blossom Island, which is honoured as “sea mountain”, 
is manifested in military sites, historic monuments, inscriptions on precipices, temples, 
associated myths and legends, as well as the natural scenery such as sea, sand, stone, 
rock, reefs, caves, flowers, woods, and islands. Development, utilization, and design of 
natural tourism resources fully integrate the natural ecological landscape and artificial 
landscape system. Ecological designing ideas, applied to the landscape element systems, 
create beauty in order that people live in harmony with nature, highlight the beauty 
of integration between nature and ecology, and build up the healthy and comfortable 
tourism landscapes on Peach Blossom Island. This paper discusses the current state of 
tourism on Peach Blossom Island in view of its landscape architecture arts. Furthermore, 
this paper suggests that landscape architecture combined with the architectural styles 
succeeds in inheriting natural tourism resources, customs, and cultures. Architects apply 
the knowledge of city planning, landscape architecture, and ecology, and make good use 
of natural resources and the regional culture, thus highlighting integrality, regionality, 
enjoyment, and artistry of landscape architecture, demonstrating the landscape beauty 
of nature and ecology, the intangible beauty of art and culture, and the lasting beauty of 
science and technology.
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1. Current State of Tourism on Peach 
Blossom Island 

The scenic spot Peach Blossom Island is 
located in Putuo District, Zhoushan City, 
Zhejiang Province. It covers an area of 30.70 
square kilometres which is 74% of the whole 
island. Peach Blossom Island (Fig. 1 and 

Fig. 2) is the seventh island of the Zhoushan 
archipelago. Peach Blossom Island is in the 
northern subtropical marine monsoon climate 
zone, which is characterized by the moderate 
temperature and adequate sunlight. It is a wet 
and cool place that is suitable for the growth of 
all kinds of plants and animals. The vegetation 
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coverage reaches 75% and there are 8 vegetation 
types, 12 plant formations, 78families, and 556 
species. Therefore, Peach Blossom Island enjoys 
the fame of “island arboretum”.

Figure 1.The Sketch Map                  Figure 
On March 15th, 1993, Peach Blossom Island was 
declared the the 3rd batch provincial scenic spot 
by the People’s Government of Zhejiang Province. 
In August, 1993, the Management Office of the 
Peach Blossom Island scenic spot was set up. In 
2001, the TV series of The Legend of the Condor 
Heroes was filmed on Peach Blossom Island. 
Since 2002, the CCTV series such as The Demi-
Gods and Semi-Devils, The Condor Heroes, The 
Duke of Mount Deer, The Heaven Sword and 
Dragon Saberhave have also been filmed there. 
All the famous shootings make this island gain 
more popularity, which leaves the impression of 
martial arts and love (Fig.3,4).

In 2006, the scenic spot Peach Blossom Island 
received 603.5 thousand tourists and 0.15 billion 
yuan of tourism revenue. In 2008, it received 
901.5 thousand tourists and 10.2 billion yuan 
of tourism revenue with a breakthrough of 10 
billion yuan. In 2011, there were 1536 thousand 
tourists and 23.5 billion tourism revenue with 
a breakthrough of 20 billion yuan. In 2013, the 
number of tourists and the tourism revenue 
reached 1882 thousand and 30 billion yuan 
respectively, with a breakthrough of 30 billion 
yuan. In 2015, tourist reception and tourism 
revenue markedly increased and gained 2295 
thousand and 55.2 billion yuan respectively. 
In 2016, the island welcomed 2539 thousand 

tourists and obtained tourism revenue of 66.2 
billion. The annual statistics demonstrate the 

dramatic growth in the tourist reception and 
tourism revenue, which are clearly shown in the 
following table and figure. (Table, Fig. 5,6).

2. Arts of Tourism Landscape Architecture 
Representing Natural Resources

The design of Peach Blossom Island’s 
landscape architecture is based on the principles 
of protecting the natural ecological system, 
making full use of the natural landscape, and 
protecting the natural resources. There is a 
variety of architecture types, which achieve the 
harmonious beauty of nature and ecology, aim 
to fully utilize natural resources and pursue the 
landscape designing ideas in order that people 
live in harmony with the nature. 

the island’s tourism landscape architecture 
comprises 6 famous scenic zones, 12 landscapes, 
and more than 60 main landscape architectural 
structures. The six famous scenic zones are Peach 

Blossom Valley Scenic Zone, Tower Bay Scenic 
Zone, Anqi Peak Scenic Zone, Big Buddha Scenic 
Zone, Bogu Island Scenic Zone (Fig.7), and Peach 
Blossom Port Scenic Zone. The twelve landscapes 
include Sunrise on Golden Sand, Golden Dragon 
Thomsonae, Sunset on the Big Buddha, Anqi 
Cloud, Bells on the High Mountain, Buddhism 
Pilgrimage, Peach Blossom on the Hillstone, 
Mystery of Odd Caves, Majestic Appearance of  
Peach Ports, Tides to the Beach, Dense Woods, 
and Dragon Lake. In addition, such architectural 
structures as Finger Peek, Xianren Bridge (Fig.8), 
Shy Guanyin Statue (Guanyin: the merciful Deity 
in the Buddhism) are the specimens of landscape 
architecture.

Development, utilization, and design of 
natural tourism resources fully integrate the 

Figure 3, 4. The Shooting Sites of Films and TV Series

Table. Tourist Reception and Tourism Revenue of Peach Blossom Island 
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natural ecological landscape and artificial 
landscape system. Ecological designing ideas, 
applied to the landscape element systems, create 
beauty in order that people live in harmony 
with nature, highlight the beauty of integration 
between nature and ecology, and build up the 
healthy and comfortable tourism landscapes on 
Peach Blossom Island.

3. Arts of Tourism Landscape Architecture 
Mirroring the Mythological Legends

Peach Blossom Island was known as “Baiyun 
Mountain” in the ancient times. It is said that 
in the time of the Qin Dynasty, a man named 
Anqisheng escaped to Peach Blossom Island due 
to his disobedience to the Emperor’s imperial 
edicts and became a hermit there, practicing 
Taoism. One day, he was drunken and splashed 
ink to the stones. The ink accidentally splashed 
in a peach blossom shape, so the stones were 
named “Peach Blossom Stone” (Fig.9), the 
mountains - “Peach Blossom Mountains”, and 
the island - “Peach Blossom Island”. There are 
more than 50 legendary stories connected with 
over 60 landscapes, among which Anqisheng 
Splashed Ink into Peach Blossom Shape, The 
Burning of the Baique Temple, The Story of a 
Dragon Girl on Peach Blossom Island are the 
essential legends. For instance, on the top of 
Duizhi Mountain, there are bizarre rocks shaped 

like “big Buddha head”. A cluster of rocks is like a 
huge statue standing in the clouds. The landscape 
is very spectacular. In particular, a huge stone on 
the mountain top looks like the head of Buddha. 
No matter, from which point the stone is viewed, 
far or near, it always presents the same profile 
(Fig.10). According to the legend, there was 
a celestial being descending to the world for 

inspection. When he was passing by the East Sea, 
he was attracted by the amazing scenery of Peach 
Blossom Island and unwillingly returned to the 
Heaven, so he chose to become a stone, living 
there forever. Sea Turtle Inspecting the Coast is 
another legend. A reef of six meter length was 
created by the nature. It is said that a dragon 
girl left the golden pagoda in Peach Blossom 
Mountain to prevent the East Sea billow from 

In 2006, the scenic spot Peach Blossom Island received 603.5 thousand tourists 

and 0.15 billion yuan of tourism revenue. In 2008, it received 901.5 thousand tourists 

and 10.2 billion yuan of tourism revenue with a breakthrough of 10 billion yuan. In 

2011, there were 1536 thousand tourists and 23.5 billion tourism revenue with a 

breakthrough of 20 billion yuan. In 2013, the number of tourists and the tourism 

revenue reached 1882 thousand and 30 billion yuan respectively, with a breakthrough 

of 30 billion yuan. In 2015, tourist reception and tourism revenue markedly increased 

and gained 2295 thousand and 55.2 billion yuan respectively. In 2016, the island 

welcomed 2539 thousand tourists and obtained tourism revenue of 66.2 billion. The 

annual statistics demonstrate the dramatic growth in the tourist reception and tourism 

revenue, which are clearly shown in the following table and figure. (Table, Fig. 5,6). 
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Figure 6. The Tourism Revenue of Peach Blossom Island from 2006 to 2016 
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Figure 7. Bogu Island Figure 8. Xianren Bridge

Figure 9. Peach Blossom Stone
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hurting the masses of Peach Blossom Island. This 
event irritated the Dragon King of the East Sea, so 
he punished the dragon girl. The dragon girl had 
to make pearls in the cave under the supervision 
of the Turtle God. To get rid of tiredness, the 
Turtle God made a reef with its magic. These 
legends not only enrich the meaning of the 
tourism landscapes on Peach Blossom Island, 
but also add some mysterious colours to Peach 
Blossom Island, attracting millions of visitors 
from all over the world.

4. Successful Arts of the Tourism Landscape 
Architecture on Peach Blossom Island

Big Buddha Rock landscape (Fig. 11). Big 
Buddha Rock landscape is the landmark of 
fishermen on Peach Blossom Island. Big Buddha 
Rock crowns the top of Sanhua Peak. It is 72 
meters high with its top covering an area of over 
100 square kilometres and the bottom covering 
268 meters. It covers an area of 6239 square 
kilometres at an altitude of 287 meters. The 
peculiarity is that the landscape is as big as what 
it actually is, whether it is viewed from a distance 
or closely. It becomes especially striking when 
reflected under the sunlight. When climbing to 
the top of Big Buddha Rock and watching the 
splendid landscapes of the Zhoushan archipelago 
from afar, visitors will fully enjoy the idyllic and 
poetic scenery. In golden autumn and at sunset, 
if visitors look at Big Buddha Rock from a long 
distance, they will see Buddha lying on the top 
and looking up at the sky. The huge stone is 
his hair, the hillside is the head, the peak is the 
breast, and the hillock is the abdomen, which 
make up the image of Buddha in a clear profile 
shining with the sunset glow. That is the amazing 
scenery created by the nature. There are winding 
rocky tourist trails to Big Buddha Rock. Visitors 
may also prefer to go through the cave with the 
help of the vines.  There are resting places for 
them when arriving at the mountain top. Steep 
mountains, busy fishing ports, atolls scattered all 
over the boundless sea can be overlooked from 
the top, while the remote mainland seems to be 
within reach. Qingyin Cave is the natural cave 
in the middle of Big Buddha Rock. The cave 

covers an area of 16 square meters. On its right 
side, there is a crack of 20 meters long and 12 
centimetres wide, which is known as “A Line to 
the Sky” (Fig.12). On the left side, there is a small 
hole through the bottom of the rock, which is 
unfathomable.  

Figure 12. “A Line to the Sky” landscape

These natural landscapes are elaborately 
designed by the national artists. Under Big 
Buddha Rock, China’s first coastal movie and 
television town is built up beside Sanhua Lake 
(Fig. 13). The design of all the architectural 
structures in the town is based on the descriptions 
in The Legend of the Condor Heroes written by 
the novelist Mr. Louis Cha. Architectural works, 
such as Linan Street, Pharmacist Huang’s Village 
(Fig. 14), and Guiyun Village, are located among 
the woods, creating an air of primitive simplicity 
and mystery. This landscape has become the 
historical origin of Peach Blossom Island and the 
origin of Taoism culture and martial art culture. 
It is also the main place where Pharmacist Huang 
(the protagonist in The Legend of the Condor 
Heroes who is the owner of Peach Blossom 
Island) lives and works. The Qingyin Cave 
which is in the middle of Big Buddha Rock, is 

 Figure 10. Big Buddha Rock

   

Figure 11. Big Buddha Rock   

Figure 13. Movie and Television 
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Anqisheng’s first living place when he escaped 
to Peach Blossom Island in the time of the Qin 
Dynasty. Mr. Louis Cha has made a detailed 
description of such landscapes in the novel, The 
Legend of the Condor Heroes.

Figure14. Pharmacist Huang’s Village
Town; Picture.

Anqi Peak landscape. The Anqi Peak 
landscape is the transfer stop of three tour lines 
on Peach Blossom Island. This landscape is 
renowned for its green mountains, clear water, 
grotesque stones, bizarre peaks, and a pleasant 
climate. Looking up at the peak summit from the 
peak’s foot, visitors can see the peak shrouded in 
thick clouds and enveloped by dense fog, which 
is known as “smoking summit”. Steep peaks 
overlap one by one and stretch. A cool breeze 
blows gently over the summit. The mountain 
ranges are mist-shrouded, just like in a fairyland. 
The creation of the tourism zone is based on the 
primitive natural ecological resources and implies 
the folk culture, Taoism culture, and Buddhism 
culture. It is a scenic spot for entertainment and 
sightseeing. The Tower of Sea (Fig. 15), Dragon 
Girl’s Boudoir (Fig. 16), Dragon King’s Palace, 
Nantian Gate, Anqi’s Residence are the main 
attractions. Since ancient times, many poets 
have made famous quotations in Anqi Cave and 
Guanyin Mountain. Anqisheng in the time of the 
Qin Dynasty secluded from the outside world 
and lived there for a long time. He practiced 
Taoism until his hair went grey and left precious 
cultural legacy for later generations. According 
to the legends, Anqi Peak was named so for the 
reason that Anqisheng practiced Taoism in the 
cave at the south foot of the peak. On the west 
side of Anqi Peak, a limpid brook  known as 
“Dragon Girl’s Brook” stretches. It is famous 
for the story that the Dragon Girl once took a 
bath here. Upstream lies a huge stone on which 
Emperor Kangxi in the Qing Dynasty made 
valuable inscriptions. There is an old well beside 
the cave, known as “Holy Water”.

Peach Blossom Valley landscape. The Peach 
Blossom Valley landscape, located in the east 
coastline of Peach Blossom Island, is the scenic 

area that boasts of the most beautiful natural 
ecological scenery. Bizarre rocks and odd stones 
spread all over the island, such as Sea Turtle 
Inspecting the Coast, Dragon Pearl of East Sea 
(Fig. 17), and Finger Peak. All the landscapes are 
quite vivid. Visitors can have a panoramic view 
of the sea and enjoy the sunrise scenery in the 
morning. Shy Guanyin Statue (Fig. 18) (Guanyin: 
the merciful Deity in the Buddhism): It is located 
in the sea groove of Tower Bay’s south side and is 
created by the marine abrasion. The Shy Guanyin 
Statue is naked in the upper body, wears a long 
dress and puts palms together devoutly with a 
cloak on her head. Her profile is clear and vivid, 
carrying an air of shyness. Therefore, this statue 
is known as Shy Guanyin Statue, which is within 
sight but beyond reach. Pearl-making Cave: to 
the northwest of Shy Guanyin Statue pile huge 
stones with a crack. Visitors can see a lot of oval 
pebbles piling up if they look into the crack. 
In the middle of the cave exists a deep pool, 
which is like an angular stone mortar. Stones are 
repeatedly polished in the stone mortar by the 
rolling waves year after year and thus become 
colourful round stones of different sizes. These 
stones look like pearls, so people called this stone 
crack “Pearl-making Cave”. The Peach Blossom 
Village is also built here.

Figure 15. The Tower of Sea

Figure 16. Dragon Girl’s Boudoir

 Figure 17. Dragon Pearl of the East Sea
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The elements of tourism landscape 
architecture on Peach Blossom Island succeed 
in inheriting the natural tourism resources, 
customs, and cultures. The architects apply 
the knowledge of city planning, landscape 

architecture, and ecology, and make good use 
of the natural resources and regional culture, 
thus highlighting the landscape architecture’s 
integrality, regionality, enjoyment, and artistry, 
demonstrating the landscape beauty of nature 
and ecology, intangible beauty of art and culture, 
and timeless beauty of science and technology. 
The development of tourism calls for the return of 
nature and culture. The successful development 
of tourism resources on Peach Blossom Island 
depends on the design of the culture and art. The 
success of landscape architecture plays a decisive 
role in the tourism products, in the attraction of 
visitors, and in the future of tourism on Peach 
Blossom Island.

Figure 18. Shy Guanyin Statue
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